Scofland is a small country which for over three hundred years has been more or less closely united to England, but it has a distinct medical tradition of its own, and this tradition is illustrated by its medical libraries. The first chair of medicine in Great Britain was founded at King's College, Aberdeen. The first systematic University training in medicine was given at Edinburgh in the eighteenth century and from that time to the present day the medical schools of Scotland have attracted a large proportion of their students from far outwith the bounds of Scotland itself. It is not surprising therefore that Scotland has many libraries devoted to medicine alone and that its University libraries have devoted much of their resources to the collection of medical literature.
libraries begins with Aberdeen in the year 1495. In that year King's College, Aberdeen, was founded and included amongst its teacher a "mediciner", thus providing the first chair of medicine in Great Britain. Many of the early "mediciners" made no attempt either to practise or to teach medicine but others did. The result is that King's College Library contains a collection of 15th and 16th century medical books which can be equalled by many libraries for numbers and rarity but which has a special interest and distinction in its local associations. Some of them belonged to Hector Boece, first principal of the College, and on one of these Robert Gray, an early "mediciner", has written some medical memoranda and an account of the sources of his professorial stipend. 3 A distinguished early "mediciner" was Gilbert Skene, the author of "Ane Breve Descriptioun Of The Pest", the first medical book to be printed in Scotland. Unfortunately this was printed after Skene had left Aberdeen for Edinburgh and the only copy preserved is in the National Library.
After Skene's departure the "mediciners" at Aberdeen are either unknown or persons of no great eminence but for over a century Aberdeen produced a succession of remarkable medical men who found no scope for their gifts within their native town but won fame both as teachers and physicians first on the continent and afterwards in England. Duncan Liddell, Arthur Johnston, Gilbert Jack, William Davidson, Patrick Dun, Alexander Reid, Robert Morison-the names are familiar to all interested in the medicine of the 16th and 17th century. None of these men cut themselves off from Aberdeen and two made generous contributions to its library. Duncan Liddell and Alexander Reid both left their books to Marischal College. 4 The two collections are remarkable as well for the numbers and rarity of the books as for the abundance of annotated copies, such as the first edition of the De Motu Cordis, which Alexander Reid had used and marked. 5 The subsequent development of medicine and medical libraries at Aberdeen belongs to the history of the early nineteenth century but it may be noted in passing that the first Scottish M.D. thesis known comes from Aberdeen in 1637. The only copy preserved is in Glasgow University Library.
Robert Morison who died in 1683 and was physician to Charles II was the last of this remarkable line of Aberdeen men who practised medicine outwith Scotland. Two years before his death Edinburgh had seen the beginnings of its own more purely native medical tradition. On St. Andrew's Day, 1681, the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh received its first Charter from King Charles Π. This event had two indirect influences on medical libraries in Scotland. It set in motion the events which led to the establishment of both the University Faculty of Medicine and the Extra-Mural School, and it greatly stimulated the interest in medical literature. The College itself produced in its Pharmacopoeia (1699) a work which rapidly won an international reputation and the bringing together of medical men in its discussions produced such a spate of controversial writing that far more books were published in the thirty years following the foundation of the College than in the whole previous history of medical books in Scotland.
More important than these indirect influences was the creation of the College's own library, the first purely medical library to be founded in Scotland. Within a few weeks of the receipt of the Charter the College began to assemble a library. Sir Robert Sibbald, who had first revived the proposal to create a College, was the first to begin the Library. He gave to the College a hundred volumes of medicine and science, a generous gift for those days in Scotland, His books were well chosen, for the most part good editions of standard classical and renaissance writers, and made a good nucleus for a seventeenth-century medical library. The beginning of the library clearly aroused widespread interest. Gifts were received from other Fellows and from many others both in Scotland, England, and the Continent. Sir Hans Sloane and Sir Isaac Newton were amongst some of the eminent men who presented their own works. A system of purchases was instituted and although the College was entirely dependent on the fees of its Fellows it spent generously on books. The Library of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh can thus claim to be the oldest medical library in Great Britain, which still continues to function as a comprehensive modern medical library.
The history of the Library is chiefly remarkable for its lack of incident. In the course of its growth it has occupied three halls and for a brief period while the second hall was being built was housed in the buildings of the Royal Infirmary. It has never been physically dispersed nor has there ever been a period in which it has ceased to be one of the chief concerns of the College and the main charge on its funds. As a result the library not merely contains much that is of interest to the history of medicine but is itself a document in the history of medicine. It reflects over three hundred years the development of medicine as far as it can be shown in books. During the first fifty years of its existence duplicates and non-medical books were sold or given away. Since that time the discarding of a book has been regarded as alienation of College property and would require a three-quarters majority at three successive Extraordinary Meetings of the College! An earlier enforcement of this law would have saved many interesting books but have robbed the library of the distinction of being confined almost exclusively to science and medicine.
The earliest catalogue of the library is a manuscript volume dating from 1705. The future lines of development are already to be seen. There is a good collection of 17th and 16th century Latin texts-the standard reference books of the time. There is a comprehensive range of vernacular medical literature. There is a set of the Philosophical Transactions and the Miscellanea Curiosa Medico-Physica-a foreshadowing of the future periodical collection-and a handful of manuscripts of which the most remarkable deal with alchemy and had once been in the possession of Napier of Merchiston, the inventor of logarithms.
Throughout the 18th century the library reflects the development of Scottish medicine. 17th and even 16th century Latin works are still added because these were still used as working tools. More and more space is given to vernacular literature and this includes the classics of the 18th century Edinburgh medical school presented by the authors who were all Fellows of the College. The rise of this school is also illustrated by the manuscripts. Andrew Duncan made a great collection of the lecture notes and other manuscripts of his teachers and these are in the College Library. Other physicians bequeathed to the Library their own manuscripts and those of their teachers. A landmark in the history of Scottish medicine is a manuscript of notes of clinical lectures given by John Rutherford, the first man to deliver such lectures in the Royal Infirmary. William Cullen and Sir John Pringle are both represented by large and valuable collections of manuscripts.
With the nineteenth century the pace at which the Library grew increased rapidly. The periodicals now assumed first place. The rise of scientific medicine can be traced in the titles of the journals added each year.
6 At the present day the Library stock amounts to some 200,000 books, pamphlets, periodicals, and manuscripts. 7 The history of medicine is well represented. All important journals of the history of medicine are taken and the noteworthy monographs. A regular effort is made to fill gaps in the historical collections but all such purchases are carefully distinguished from the books added in earlier centuries.
In two respects only does the Library depart appreciably from the pattern set down in 1681. Up to the close of the 19th century the use of the library was restricted to Fellows. For many years no suitable person has been denied access to the Library. By a recent decision of the Fellows any one with a legitimate interest in medical literature can read and borrow. Thus the Library, which is maintained entirely by private funds, is open to all on as generous terms as any medical library in the world. The enormous increase in medical literature in the present century has made it impossible for any one library to cover the whole field. The Physicians' Library works in close collaboration with the other medical libraries in Edinburgh. As far as possible it restricts itself entirely to medicine and the related sciences and leaves surgery to the College of Surgeons. Plans are also being devised to avoid unnecessary overlapping with the Central Medical Library of the University.
Exclusiveness and self-sufficiency have thus departed but in every other way the Library to-day merely carries out on a more extensive scale the same functions as when Archibald Pitcairne added to its shelves the latest works of the scientific medicine of the 17th century and Sir Robert Sibbald prepared his paper on the medical writers of Scotland.
The foundation of the College of Physicians was itself a sign that the practice of medicine in Scotland was becoming more literary if not necessarily more scientific. Such a development would lead to the founding of libraries, and it is clear that the example of the Physicians led to imitation by other bodies.
The Edinburgh surgeons had been incorporated as one of the town crafts from 1505. 8 From the beginning they included many remarkable men but few who were much given to the writing or even the reading of books. Only one 17th century surgeon is known as an author and he, Christopher Irvine, was more a physician than a surgeon.
When the Incorporation first possessed a collection of books is not certain. In the Hall first occupied in 1696 place was set aside for books as well as "rarities". The new hall seems to have attracted gifts of a number of books and three years later the Surgeons embarked seriously on the erection of a library. An advertisement was inserted in the Edinburgh Gazette announcing the formation of a library of books on medicine, anatomy, surgery, botany, and pharmacy, and "other curious books" as well as a collection of "all natural and artificial curiosities". The advertisement appealed hopefully for donations. One important donation was a gift of two hundred volumes from Thomas Kincaid. It does not appear that much was spent on the purchase of books. The surgeons were not as ruthless as the physicians in excluding non-medical works. They accepted and preserved some sermons in Dutch and in contrast to the physicians owned two Bibles-one in English and one in French. The maintenance of a museum was naturally as great a concern as the accumulation of a library and gifts to the museum are recorded more frequently than gifts to the library. Monro primus was Librarian from 1719 to 1728, and among the most valued possessions of the present Museum of the College of Surgeons are two dissections-one by Monro and the other by Pitcairne. From the first library of the College nothing is preserved. Towards the middle of the 18th century the Surgeons fell upon difficult times and in 1764 accepted an offer to unite their library with the library of the University. The books became the property of the University and the members of the College of Surgeons were given the right to use the University Library. The College of Surgeons undertook to pay an annual contribution of £5 to the University Library. The size of the library which was taken over is uncertain. There is in the University Library a manuscript list of books which contains strong internal evidence of being a list of the Surgeons' library when it was incorporated in the University Library. 9 It includes some 325 volumes of no outstanding importance. The Surgeons' Library must have been larger at one time as Kincaid's collection alone amounted to 200 volumes.
The agreement between the Surgeons and the University did not long function smoothly. The payment of the annual contribution of £5 continued till 1887 but many years before this increasing difficulties had been placed in the way of Surgeons wishing to use the University Library and the Surgeons had been forced to begin again to build up a library of their own. In 1834 they had 150 volumes. In 1845 the family of John Abercrombie presented the College with about one thousand books. From that time the Library has been steadily maintained. It now contains about 20,000 volumes and takes 110 periodicals. It is confined to surgery and provides a compact, well chosen library of modern surgery. Fellows of the College of Surgeons and the College of Physicians are entitled to reciprocal rights in each library, and the two libraries work together to supplement each other's resources.
The University Library at Edinburgh was founded in 1584 but the book stock does not suggest that medicine received any special attention in the earlier years. The mediaeval manuscripts which have already been described were added later. The University Library does not, for example, have a copy of the first medical book printed in Scotland. This early concentration on the 17th century academic studies, of which theology was the chief, did on occasions have its advantages for medicine, as when the University Library acquired a copy of the Christianismi Restitutio (1553) of Servetus with its incidental first description of the lesser circulation.
With the chain of events set in motion by the founding of the College of Physicians the Faculty of Medicine was established and became in the course of the eighteenth century probably the most important faculty in the University and certainly the one which drew most foreign students to Edinburgh.
Medical books were added to the library on a large scale-not only the current works but those 17th century texts which were still used as authorities. The number of works on medicine and perhaps the importance of the medical students is illustrated by the appearance of two printed catalogues of the medical books in the University Library issued in the 18th century. The first of these appeared in 1773 and is a duodecimo of 279 pages. The second, an octavo of 408 pages, followed in 1798. 10 Both catalogues contain an interestingly high proportion of analytical entries and not all the books listed are very closely connected with medicine, but these catalogues illustrate the great importance given to medicine in the University Library of the 18th century.
For the student of the history of medicine the manuscripts preserved from the eighteenth century have very great interest. There are the archives of the Faculty of Medicine including autograph copies of the class lists of Cullen and Monro secundus, a very interesting collection of Pitcairae notes and letters which reached the University from David Gregory, Professor of Astronomy at Oxford, and numerous student notebooks.
The M.D. thesis, first noted in Scotland at Aberdeen in 1637, became quite a bulky department of medical literature in the eighteenth century. Many of these were valueless but included amongst them are such works as William Withering on the foxglove. A useful list of M.D. theses was issued in 1798.
Throughout the nineteenth century medicine never ceased to be one of the leading Faculties of the University and the Library reflects this importance of medicine, not merely in relics of the great teachers, which include a collection of Lister letters, but in the scope of its collection of monographs and above all journals. An important development came in 1931 when the different departmental libraries were grouped together as the Central Medical Library, and housed in the immediate vicinity of the medical buildings and the Royal Infirmary.
The vigour of the medical school in eighteenth-century Edinburgh is shown by the establishment of a fourth library by the medical students themselves. In 1737 the Royal Medical Society, the oldest medical society in Great Britain, was formally instituted by ten students who were in the habit of meeting together to read papers. In 1763 the Society was given permission to meet in the Royal Infirmary and this "enabled them to devote the money formerly employed in defraying the expenses of a tavern for the preferable purposes of purchasing books." By 1778 they had 1500 books and a Hall of their own to keep them in. A great deal of care and enthusiasm was given to the library and elaborate rules were drawn up for its regulation. By 1820 six editions of a printed author catalogue had been issued. 11 In 1837 the Library possessed 12,000 volumes and a classified catalogue was printed. Plans were laid for an elaborate subject catalogue which should include periodical articles but these were never carried out. The library was well maintained throughout the 19th century and the last printed catalogue was issued in 1896. In the twentieth century the great increase in the range and cost of medical literature have made it impossible for an undergraduate society to continue to maintain a comprehensive library. The library still keeps up a small working collection of reference books and is a valuable historical library. It is particularly rich in eighteenth-century books and in a most valuable store of archives in which are recorded the first appearances of many eminent medical men.
For nearly a hundred and fifty years Edinburgh dominated Scottish medicine. Up till the middle of the eighteenth century Glasgow was not a town of any great size or commercial importance, although it was the seat of an ancient University. It is perhaps remarkable that in 1599 Peter Lowe had obtained a Charter for a Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow with extensive jurisdiction over the west of Scotland. Peter Lowe was himself a distinguished author but none of his works was published in Scotland and there is no evidence that the Faculty, in which surgeons far outnumbered physicians, made any attempt to assemble a library before the end of the 17th century. 12 In 1698, spurred on perhaps by the example of the Edinburgh Colleges, the Faculty began a library. The first list of donations is dated 26th September, 1698. The first book added to the library was the fourth edition of the Chirurgerie of Peter Lowe. Peter Lowe always held a unique position in the esteem of the Faculty. In 1755 a special resolution was passed to have this volume rebound and never to permit it to leave the building. At the present time the Faculty and the College of Physicians have the only copies of the first edition of the Chirurgerie preserved in Scotland, and the Facility has the only known copy of Lowe's book on venereal disease.
The library began well with gifts from nearly sixty donors, but during the eighteenth century it grew slowly. Many books were lost and the librarian was held responsible for the losses! In 1746 William Cullen was given permission to take steps to fill gaps in the collections. Again in 1801 £300 was voted to make good deficiencies in the Library. Up to 1813 only £50 a year was spent on books and in 1820 there were some 5000 volumes in the library. The use made of the library must have been restricted as there was no reading room before 1841, and the librarian attended twice-up till 1801 once-a month to give out books.
During the second half of the nineteenth century the library grew rapidly. A printed catalogue had been printed in 1778 at a cost of £3 but this has not survived. The first surviving catalogue was printed in 1820, a third in 1842, and supplements to this were issued in 1861 and 1871. In 1885 appeared a printed catalogue of 830 pages and this was followed by a supplement of 525 pages in 1901. Dr. James Finlayson, the medical historian, was Honorary Librarian for many years and under his care the historical section expanded along with the general collection. The scope of the library covers both medicine and surgery and 230 journals are taken at the present day. Joseph Black and William Cullen both taught in Glasgow before they went to Edinburgh and manuscripts of theirs are preserved in the library. There are other manuscripts of Robert Watt, the great bibliographer, and of Robert Cleghorn, the first man to give clinical lectures in Glasgow. A collection of Lister letters is a reminder that Glasgow saw the beginnings of antiseptic surgery. But perhaps the most valuable manuscripts of all are the minute books of the Faculty dating back to 1599.
Before the Glasgow Medical School was firmly established Glasgow sent a number of eminent men both to Edinburgh and to London. One of these, William Hunter, made a great contribution to the medical libraries of Glasgow. The Hunterian Collection which is housed in the University Library contains very much which is non-medical. Hunter was one of those astonishing collectors who can range with ease over a variety of interests. But there is more of purely medical interest in this collection than is generally realised, and quite enough to give Glasgow University Library a place among the notable medical libraries of the world. 13 Aberdeen had been the first University in Scotland to establish a Chair of Medicine. It gave many famous medical men to Europe and the Gregory family to Edinburgh, but did not develop a School of Medicine of its own till the end of the eighteenth century, and this did not really flourish till the middle of the nineteenth century. Owing to the special circumstances of Aberdeen with two conflicting Universities student societies assumed an unusual importance. The Medico-Chirurgical Society of Aberdeen, founded in 1789 by James McGrigor, afterwards the distinguished Director-General of the Army Medical Department under Wellington, played quite an important part in the development of medical teaching. In 1791 it began a library with three volumes. In two years these had grown to 480. Fairly soon the Society lost its undergraduate character and its close connection with the University and became a local medical society. It opened its own Hall in 1820 and its library grew steadily throughout the nineteenth century. It has now some 12,000 volumes. The library is still kept up for the use of the Society but it is chiefly remarkable for the notable collection of early books.
14 Teaching and research at Aberdeen is now served by the excellent modern medical library of the University.
St. Andrews is the oldest of the Scottish Universities and the last to develop a Medical School. There is some evidence that lectures in medicine were given in the early days and indeed in 1560 it was planned to develop a Medical School for Scotland at St. Andrews. In fact the remoteness of the University from any large centre of population kept back the effective development of medical teaching till the middle of the nineteenth century. The number of early medical books in the University Library is not therefore very high. Sir John Wedderbura who had been physician to Charles II presented to the Library a miscellaneous collection of books which included medicine as well as general literature and theology. James Simson who succeeded his father as the second holder of the titular Chair of Medicine and resigned in 1770 left to the University the books which he and his father had collected. The full development of a medical library and medical teaching at St. Andrews did not come till the foundation of a new institution at the neighbouring large town of Dundee made possible the adequate provision of clinical teaching. University College, Dundee, was founded in 1881, and almost from the beginning included lecturers on medical subjects. In 1897 a joint Medical School of St. Andrews and Dundee was created. The pre-elinical studies continued to be taken at St. Andrews where the library is rich in the sciences ancillary to medicine and the clinical studies at Dundee. University College, Dundee, which had already taken over the library of the local medical society, devoted special attention to medicine. In very recent years the scope of St. Andrews Medical School has increased remarkably, and the Medical Library at University College has kept pace with this development, so that the youngest Medical School in Scotland is very efficiently served by the youngest Medical library.
This sketch of the medical libraries of Scotland has tried to outline their development and to show how it is related to the development of the Scottish medical tradition. It has been impossible to attempt to give an indication of the wealth of historical material stored in these libraries or to give an adequate account of the services now offered by them. Some important modern libraries have had to be dismissed very briefly. Scotland has long been renowned for the fact that it has bred divines and lawyers to its own confusion and exported doctors for the good of the world. It is not therefore surprising that so small a country, with a population even now not half that of greater London, should have so many distinguished medical libraries. The variety of these libraries is indeed remarkable and so is the number still maintained entirely by private funds. Although Scottish libraries they do not serve Scotland alone, and their resources are available either directly or by loan to other libraries in the whole of the United Kingdom and if required beyond these boundaries. Two characteristics perhaps particularly distinguish these libraries-age and continuity. All but two of them date back to the seventeenth century-and one of these two from the middle of the eighteenth century-and all but one still function, not as museums of the past but as active modern medical libraries.
